Divine Service - First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably
with reverence and awe...” (Heb. 12:28)

Opening Hymn: 423 ss. 1-3
1 Jesus, refuge of the weary,
Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life's desert dreary,
Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended,
Gazed upon the sinner's fall;

Yet upon the cross extended,
You have borne the pain of all.

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding,
Breathing no repentant vow,

Though we see You wounded, bleeding,
See Your thorn-encircled brow?

Yet Your sinless death has brought us
Life eternal, peace, and rest;

Only what Your grace hath taught us
Calms the sinner's deep distress.

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning
With more fervent love for You;
May our eyes be ever turning

To behold Your cross anew

Till in glory, parted never

From the blessed Savior's side,
Graven in our hearts forever
Dwell the cross, the Crucified.

Invocation

PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

CONG...... Amen.

Call to Confession

PASTOR: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

CONG...... But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful
and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Confession
PASTOR: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
CONG...... Most merciful God, we confess that we are by

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

Absolution

PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to
die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG...... Amen.



The Introit of the Day

When he calls to me, | will answer him;

PS. 91:15-16, 9-13

| will be with him in trouble;
| will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
When he calls to me, | will answer him;
| will be with him in trouble;
| will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

The Kyrie

PASTOR: In peace let us pray to the LORD.

CONG...... LORD, have mercy.

PASTOR: For the peace from above and for our salvation
let us pray to the LORD.

CONG...... LORD, have mercy.

PASTOR: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the LORD.

CONG...... LORD, have mercy.

PASTOR: For this holy house and for all who offer here

their worship and praise let us pray to the LORD.

CONG...... LORD, have mercy.

PASTOR: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
LORD.
CONG...... Amen.

Choir: “Glory Be to Jesus” #433ss.1-2,5-6
1. Glory be to Jesus, Who in bitter pains
Poured for me the life-blood From His sacred veins!

2. Grace and life eternal In that blood | find;
Blest be His compassion, Infinitely kind!

5. Oft as earth exulting W afts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing Make their glad reply.

6. Lift we, then, our voices, Swell the mighty flood,
Louder still and louder Praise the precious blood!

PASTOR: Collect of the Day.

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the
wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the
people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk
through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: GENESIS 22:1-18

1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”

2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell
you.”

3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey,
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And
he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to
the place of which God had told him.



4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the
place from afar.

5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey; | and the boy will go over there and worship and
come again to you.”

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid
it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the
knife. So they went both of them together.

7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he
said, “Here | am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”

8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a
burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.
9 When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood.

10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to
slaughter his son.

11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.”

12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything
to him, for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.”

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt
offering instead of his son.

14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will
provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it
shall be provided.”

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second
time from heaven

16 and said, “By myself | have sworn, declares the Lord,
because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son,

17 | will surely bless you, and | will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his
enemies,

18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

Gradual:  Hes 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

The Epistle: JAMES 1:12-18

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for
when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life,
which God has promised to those who love him.

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “l am being tempted
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one.

14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed
by his own desire.

15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin
when it is fully grown brings forth death.

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change.

18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Verse: EPH 6:11
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil.



Holy Gospel: ST. MARK 1:9-15

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan.

10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he
saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on
him like a dove.

11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you | am well pleased.”

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.
13 And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by
Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him.

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God,

15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

The Sermon Hymn: 659 ss. 1-4

1. Lord of our life and God of our salvation. Star of our night
and Hope of ev'ry nation,

Hear and receive Your Church's supplication, Lord God
Almighty.

2. See round Your ark the hungry billows curling; See how
Your foes their banners are unfurling.

And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling, O Lord,
preserve us.

3. Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; Lord, be
our shield when earthly armor fails us;

And in the day when hell itself assails us, Grant us Your peace,
Lord:

4. Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging, Peace
in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging,

Peace when the world its endless war is waging. Peace in Your
heaven.

Sermon: “God Is On Our Side in Every Trial and Temptation!”
JAMES 1:12-18

The Post-Sermon Hymn: 770 ss. 1-3
1 What a friend we have in Jesus,

all our sins and griefs to bear!

What a privilege to carry

everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,

Oh, what needless pain we bear,

all because we do not carry

everything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer!

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer!

3 Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—

take it to the Lord in prayer!

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

In His arms He'll take and shield thee;
thou wilt find a solace there.



The Apostles' Creed (We Confess Together)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD’s Prayer

The Collect for the Word

PASTOR: Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy
Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that by
patience and comfort of Your holy Word we
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which You have given us
in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end.

CONG: Amen.

The Benediction

PASTOR: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD
make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The LORD look upon you with favor and ¥

give you peace.
CONG: Amen.
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