
Divine Service 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe...”   (Heb. 12:28)

The Opening Hymn: 801 ss 1-4

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

REFRAIN:
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

2. When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.

REPEAT REFRAIN

3. And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

REPEAT REFRAIN 

4. When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then shall I bow, in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!"

REPEAT REFRAIN

The Invocation
PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
CONG: Amen.

Call to Confession
PASTOR: Beloved in the LORD. Let us draw near with a

true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring him in the name of our LORD

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

The Confession
PASTOR: Our help is in the name of the LORD.
CONG: Who made heaven and earth.
PASTOR: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the

LORD.
CONG: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
PASTOR: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we

poor  sinners confess to you that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against you by thought, word, and deed;
therefore we flee for refuge to your boundless
mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the
sake of our LORD Jesus Christ.

ALL: O most merciful God, since you have given your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on
us and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our
sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of you and of your will and true
obedience to your Word, to the end that by your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son

to die for you and for His sake forgives you



all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the a Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG: Amen.

The Introit of the Day   Ps 121:5, 1-4, 7-8

The Lord is your keeper;
    the Lord is your shade on your right hand.
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
    From where does my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
    who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
    he who keeps you will not slumber.
Behold, he who keeps Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord will keep you from all evil;
    he will keep your life.
The Lord will keep
    your going out and your coming in
    from this time forth and forevermore.

Gloria Patri
CONG: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
CONG: Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis
CONG: Glory be to God on high; and on earth

peace, good will toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship

Thee,
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father
Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
PASTOR: O God, the protector of all who trust in You,

have mercy on us that with You as our ruler and
guide we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. 

CONG: Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: PSALM 16

1 Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;
    I have no good apart from you.”

3 As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones,
    in whom is all my delight.
4 The sorrows of those who run after another god shall
multiply;



    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
    or take their names on my lips.
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
    you hold my lot.
6 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
    in the night also my heart instructs me.
8 I have set the Lord always before me;
    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices;
 my flesh also dwells secure.
10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
    or let your holy one see corruption.
11 You make known to me the path of life;
    in your presence there is fullness of joy;
    at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

The Gradual   PSALM 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels concerning you 
     to guard you in all your ways.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
     and all that is within me, bless his holy name!

The Epistle: HEBREWS 10:24-25

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and
good works, 
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

The Verse COL. 2:10

Alleluia. You have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule
and authority. Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel: ST. MATTHEW 25:1-13

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them, 
4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy
and slept. 
6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.’ 
7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’ 
9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy
for yourselves.’ 
10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.’ 
12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Choir: “The Church’s One Foundation”

1.   The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

2.   Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued.



4.   Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious Shall be the church at rest.

5.   Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.

The Nicene Creed  (We Confess Together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very
God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Sermon Hymn: 781 ss. 1-6 

1. We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,

A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

2. May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our first-fruits give!

3. Oh, hearts are bruised and dead,
And homes are bare and cold,
And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled
Are straying from the fold.

4. To comfort and to bless,
To find a balm for woe,
To tend the lone and fatherless,
Is angels' work below.

5. The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6. And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate'er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

The Sermon: So, Here We Go           HEBREWS 10:24-25

The Offertory
CONG: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a

right spirit within me. 
  Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.



The Prayers and The LORD's Prayer

The Closing Hymn: 587 ss 1-3

1 I know my faith is founded On Jesus Christ, my God and
Lord;
And this my faith confessing, Unmoved I stand on His sure
Word.
Our reason cannot fathom The truth of God profound;
Who trusts in human wisdom Relies on shifting ground.
God's Word is all-sufficient, It makes divinely sure;
And trusting in its wisdom, My faith shall rest secure.

2 Increase my faith, dear Savior, For Satan seeks by night and
day
To rob me of this treasure And take my hope of bliss away.
But, Lord, with You beside me, I shall be undismayed;
And led by Your good Spirit, I shall be unafraid.
Abide with me, O Savior, A firmer faith bestow;
Then I shall bid defiance To ev'ry evil foe.

3 In faith, Lord, let me serve You; Though persecution, grief,
and pain
Should seek to overwhelm me, Let me a steadfast trust retain;
And then at my departure, Lord, take me home to You,
Your riches to inherit As all You said holds true.
In life and death, Lord, keep me Until Your heav'n I gain,
Where I by Your great mercy The end of faith attain.

The Benediction
PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord

make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and _ give you peace.

CONG: Amen.
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