
Divine Service - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 26, 2020

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably

with reverence and awe...”    (Heb. 12:28)

Opening Hymn: 554 ss. 1-5

1. O Jesus, King most wonderful,
O Conqueror renowned,
O Source of peace ineffable,
In whom all joys are found!

2. When once You visit darkened hearts,
The truth begins to shine,
Then earthly vanities depart,
Then kindles love divine.

3. O Jesus, Light of all below,
Thou Fount of life and fire,
Surpassing all the joys we know,
All that we can desire--

4. May every heart confess Your name
Forever You adore
And, seeking You, itself inflame
To seek You more and more!

5. Oh, may our tongues forever bless,
May we love You alone,
And ever in our lives express
The image of Your own!

Invocation
PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of

          the Holy Spirit.
CONG...... Amen.

Call to Confession
PASTOR: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

          and the truth is not in us.
CONG...... But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful

          and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Confession
PASTOR: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
CONG...... Most merciful God, we confess that we are by

          nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen.

Absolution
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to

die for you and for His sake forgives you all
         your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
         Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
         you all your sins in the name of the Father and
         of the  a  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG...... Amen.



The Introit of the Day Ps. 91:1,2, 9-10

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress,
    my God, in whom I trust.”
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—
    the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
    no plague come near your tent.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
     and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
     Is now, and will be forever. Amen.
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

The Kyrie
PASTOR: In peace let us pray to the LORD.
CONG...... LORD, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace from above and for our salvation

let us pray to the LORD.
CONG...... LORD, have mercy.
PASTOR: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the LORD.

CONG...... LORD, have mercy.
PASTOR: For this holy house and for all who offer here

their worship and praise let us pray to the LORD. 
CONG...... LORD, have mercy.
PASTOR: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious

LORD.
CONG...... Amen.

Choir: “The Church’s One Foundation” ss. 1,2,4 & 5

1.   The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
She is His new creation By water and the Word.
From heav’n He came and sought her To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

2.   Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued.

4.   Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious Shall be the church at rest.

5.   Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won.
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face.

PASTOR: Collect of the Day.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all
our days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome
changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised
rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6-9

6 “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the
earth. 
7 It was not because you were more in number than any other
people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for



you were the fewest of all peoples, 
8 but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath
that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful
God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who
love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations, 

Gradual:      Romans 11:33,36

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
inscrutable his ways!
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To
him be glory forever. Amen.

The Epistle: Romans 8:28-39

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose. 
29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God
who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—
more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us.

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or danger, or sword? 
36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 
38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Verse:                                                             Matt 11:28

Alleluia. Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel: St. Matthew 13:44-52

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls, 
46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold
all that he had and bought it.
47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 
48 When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 
49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him,
“Yes.” 



52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house,
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Sermon Hymn: 651 ss. 1-5

1 I love Your kingdom, Lord,
The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.

2 Beyond my highest joy
I prize its heav'nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,
Its hymns of love and praise.

3 I love Your church, O God,
Your saints in ev'ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye,
And graven on Your hand.

4 For them my tears shall fall;
For them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv'n,
Till toils and cares shall end.

5 Sure as Your truth shall last,
To Zion shall be giv'n
The brightest glories earth can yield
And brighter bliss of heav’n.

The Sermon: “Jesus, Priceless Treasure!”     Matt. 13:44-52

The Post-Sermon Hymn: 743 ss. 1-6

1. Jesus, priceless Treasure, Fount of purest pleasure, Truest
Friend to me.
Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, Yearning,
Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee,
Naught I ask beside Thee.

2. In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would molest me Cannot
reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking, Every heart be quaking, Jesus
calms my fear.
Lightnings flash And thunders crash; Yet, though sin and hell
assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.

3. Satan, I defy thee; Death, I now decry thee; Fear, I bid thee
cease.
World, thou shalt not harm me Nor thy threats alarm me While
I sing of peace.
God's great power Guards every hour; Earth and all its
depths adore Him,
Silent bow before Him.

4. Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my Pleasure, Jesus is my
Choice.
Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story Told with
tempting voice.
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my Savior move
me
Since He deigns to love me.

5. Evil world, I leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me, Thine
appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me, Get thee far behind me, Come not
forth again.



Past thy hour, O pride and power; Sinful life, thy bonds I
sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6. Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather, Still
have peace within.
Yea, whate'er I here must bear, Thou art still my purest
Pleasure,
Jesus, priceless Treasure!

The Apostles' Creed  (We Confess Together)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD’s Prayer

The Collect for the Word 
PASTOR: Blessed Lord, who hast caused all Holy

Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them, that by
patience and comfort of Your holy Word we
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which You have given us
in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God,
world without end. 

CONG: Amen.

The Benediction
PASTOR: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD

make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The LORD look upon you with favor and _
give you peace.

CONG: Amen.
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