
Divine Service 15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe...”   (Heb. 12:28)

The Opening Hymn: 660 ss 1-4 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
ye soldiers of the cross!
Lift high his royal banner,
it must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry
his army he shall lead,
till every foe is vanquished,
and Christ is Lord indeed.

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
the trumpet call obey;
Stand forth in mighty conflict
In this His glorious day.
Let all His faithful serve Him
Against unnumbered foes;
Let courage rise with danger
And strength to strength oppose.

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
stand in his strength alone;
the arm of flesh will fail you,
ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the Gospel armour,
each piece put on with prayer;
when duty calls or danger
be never wanting there.

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
the strife will not be long;

this day the noise of battle,
the next the victor's song.
The soldiers, overcoming,
Their crown of life shall see
And with the King of glory
shall reign eternally.

The Invocation
PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
CONG: Amen.

Call to Confession
PASTOR: Beloved in the LORD. Let us draw near with a

true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring him in the name of our LORD

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

The Confession
PASTOR: Our help is in the name of the LORD.
CONG: Who made heaven and earth.
PASTOR: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the

LORD.
CONG: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
PASTOR: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we

poor  sinners confess to you that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against you by thought, word, and deed;
therefore we flee for refuge to your boundless
mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the
sake of our LORD Jesus Christ.

ALL: O most merciful God, since you have given your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on
us and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our
sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of you and of your will and true



obedience to your Word, to the end that by your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son

to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the a Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG: Amen.

The Introit of the Day   Ps 115:18; Ps. 2:6-7; Ps. 117

But we will bless the Lord
    from this time forth and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!
As for me, I have set my King
    on Zion, my holy hill.
I will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
    today I have begotten you.”
Praise the Lord, all nations!
    Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!

Gloria Patri
CONG: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
CONG: Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis
CONG: Glory be to God on high; and on earth

peace, good will toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship
Thee,
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father
Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect
PASTOR: Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life,

grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way,
the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess
Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the
way that leads to life eternal; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. 

CONG: Amen.



The Old Testament Reading: GENESIS 50:15-21

15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead,
they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back
for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father
gave this command before he died: 
17 ‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now,
please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of
your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said,
“Behold, we are your servants.” 
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place
of God? 
20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive,
as they are today. 
21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

The Gradual   PSALM 34:9, 19

Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack
nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers
him out of them all.

The Epistle: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the
flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The
old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us

the message of reconciliation. 
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.

The Verse EPHESIANS 2:19b-20

Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone. 
Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel: ST. MATTHEW 18:21-35

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times.
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 
24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. 
25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and
payment to be made. 
26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released
him and forgave him the debt. 
28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should



pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
master all that had taken place. 
32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with
me. 
33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant,
as I had mercy on you?’ 
34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he
should pay all his debt. 
35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Choir: “Beautiful Savior”

1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of
Man!
Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve thee, Light of my soul, my
Joy, my Crown.

2 Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in
flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer; He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

3 Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling
stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in
the sky.

4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of
Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, Now and forevermore be
Thine! 

The Nicene Creed  (We Confess Together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very
God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Sermon Hymn: 453 ss. 1-7

1 Upon the cross extended
See, world, your Lord suspended,
Your Savior yields His breath.
The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself hath freely given
To shame and blows and bitter death.

2 Come, see these things and ponder,
Your soul will fill with wonder
As blood streams from each pore.
Through grief beyond all knowing
From His great heart came flowing



Sighs welling from its deepest core.

3 Who is it, Lord, that bruised You?
Who has so sore abused You
And caused You all Your woe?
We all must make confession
Of sin and dire transgression
While You no ways of evil know.

4 I caused Your grief and sighing
By evils multiplying
As countless as the sands.
I caused the woes unnumbered
With which You soul is cumbered,
Your sorrows raised by wicked hands.

5 Your soul in griefs unbounded,
Your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me.
The cross for me enduring,
The crown for me securing,
You healed my wounds and set me free.

6 Your cords of love, my Savior,
Bind me to You forever,
I am no longer mine.
To You I gladly tender
All that my life can render
And all I have to You resign.

7 Your cross I place before me;
Its saving pow'r restore me,
Sustain me in the test.
It will, when life is ending,

Be guiding and attending
My way to Your eternal rest.

The Sermon: “It’s Not Easy To Do Unless . . .”
 ST MATTHEW 18:21-22

The Offertory
CONG: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a

right spirit within me. 
  Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD's Prayer

The Closing Hymn: 851 ss 1-4

Lord of glory, you have bought us
With your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;
And with that have freely given
Blessings countless as the sand
To the unthankful and the evil
With your own unsparing hand.

Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you
Gladly, freely of your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by you, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed
‘Tis to give than to receive.

Wondrous honor you have given



To our humblest charity
In your own mysterious sentence,
"You have done it all to Me."
Can it be, O gracious Master,
That you deign for alms to sue,
Saying by your poor and needy,
"Give as I have giv’n to you"?

Lord of glory, you have bought us
With your lifeblood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice.
Give us faith to trust you boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on you;
But, oh, best of all your graces,
With your love our love renew.

The Benediction
PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord

make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and _ give you peace.

CONG: Amen.
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