Divine Service Fourth Sunday After The Epiphany
January 31, 2021
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe...” (Heb. 12:28)

Call to Confession
PASTOR:

Beloved in the L ORD. Let us draw near with a
true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring him in the name of our L ORD
Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

The Opening Hymn: 400 ss 1-5

The Confession

1. Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

PASTOR:
CONG:
PASTOR:

2. Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall.
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.
3. Shall we not yield Him, In costly devotion
Fragrance of Edom and off’rings divine,
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?

CONG:
PASTOR:

ALL:

4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure.
Richer by far is the heart's adoration;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
5. Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

The Absolution
PASTOR:

The Invocation
PASTOR:
CONG:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the L ORD.
Who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions to the
L ORD.
And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we
poor sinners confess to you that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against you by thought, word, and deed;
therefore we flee for refuge to your boundless
mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the
sake of our L ORD Jesus Christ.
O most merciful God, since you have given your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on
us and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our
sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of you and of your will and true
obedience to your Word, to the end that by your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CONG:

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son
to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the a Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Introit of the Day

Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PS 32:10, 1-2, 5-7

Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the Lord.
Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not reach him.
You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

The Collect
PASTOR:

Gloria Patri
CONG:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: PSALM 139:1-6

The Kyrie
CONG:

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis
CONG:

CONG:

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of
so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot
stand upright. Grant strength and protection to
support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Glory be to God on high; and on earth
peace, good will toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship
Thee,
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3 You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
5 You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.

The Gradual

PSALM 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the L ORD, all nations!
Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the L ORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!

The Epistle: COLOSSIANS 1:15-20
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation.
16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he
might be preeminent.
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

The Verse Mark 1:22a
Alleluia. They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority. Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel: ST. MARK 1:21-28
21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the
Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching.
22 And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught
them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.
23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with
an unclean spirit. And he cried out,
24 “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of
God.”
25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
him!”
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a
loud voice, came out of him.
27 And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among
themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching with
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.”
28 And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the
surrounding region of Galilee.

Choir: “O Gladsome Light”
1 O gladsome Light, O Grace
of God the Father's face,
th'eternal splendor wearing;
celestial, holy, blest,
our Savior Jesus Christ,
joyful in Thine appearing!
2 Now, as day fadeth quite,
we see the evening light,
our wonted hymn outpouring;
Father of might unknown,
Thee, His incarnate Son,
and Holy Ghost adoring.

3 To Thee of right belongs
all praise of holy songs,
O Son of God, Life-giver;
Thee, therefore, O Most High,
the world does glorify
and shall exalt forever.

Sermon Hymn: 765 ss. 1-5
1 God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea and rides upon the storm.
2 Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust Him for His
grace;
behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face.

The Nicene Creed (We Confess Together)
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very
God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

3 His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding ev'ry hour;
the bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flow'r.
4 Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain.
5 You fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds you so much
dread
are big with mercy and shall break in blessings on your head.

Sermon: “He is Always There”

PSALM 139:1-6

The Offertory
CONG:

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a
right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take
not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD's Prayer

The Closing Hymn: 752 ss. 1-4
1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side;
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in ev'ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heav'nly Friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
2 Be still, my soul: your God will undertake
to guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice, who ruled them while He dwelt below.
3 Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,
and all is darkened in this vale of tears,
then you will better know His love, His heart,
who comes to soothe your sorrow and your fears.
Be still, my soul: your Jesus can repay
from His own fullness all He takes away.
4 Be still, my soul: the hour is hast'ning on
when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

The Benediction
PASTOR:

CONG:

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and _ give you peace.
Amen.
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