
Divine Service 

Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021

“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe...”   (Heb. 12:28)

The Opening Hymn: 560 ss 1-4

1. Drawn to the Cross which Thou hast blessed, with healing
gifts for souls distressed, 
To find in Thee my life, my rest, Christ crucified, I come. 

2. Thou knowest all my griefs and fears, Thy grace abused,
my misspent years;
Yet now to Thee with contrite tears, Christ crucified, I come. 

3. Wash me, and take away each stain, let nothing of my sin
remain; 
For cleansing, though it be through pain, Christ crucified, I
come. 

4. And then for work to do for Thee, Which shall so sweet a
service be
That angels well might envy me, Christ crucified, I come. 

The Invocation
PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit.
CONG: Amen.

Call to Confession
PASTOR: Beloved in the LORD. Let us draw near with a

true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring him in the name of our LORD

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

The Confession
PASTOR: Our help is in the name of the LORD.
CONG: Who made heaven and earth.
PASTOR: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the

LORD.
CONG: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
PASTOR: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we

poor  sinners confess to you that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against you by thought, word, and deed;
therefore we flee for refuge to your boundless
mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the
sake of our LORD Jesus Christ.

ALL: O most merciful God, since you have given your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on
us and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our
sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of you and of your will and true
obedience to your Word, to the end that by your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Absolution
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son

to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the a Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG: Amen.



The Introit of the Day   PSALM 25:6; PSALM 115:11-13, 18

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love,
    for they have been from of old.
You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord!
    He is their help and their shield.
The Lord has remembered us; he will bless us;
    he will bless the house of Israel;
    he will bless the house of Aaron;
he will bless those who fear the Lord,
    both the small and the great.
But we will bless the Lord
    from this time forth and forevermore.
Praise the Lord!

Gloria Patri
CONG: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
CONG: Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Collect
PASTOR: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no

strength. By Your mighty power defend us from
all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt
the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. 

CONG: Amen.

The Old Testament Reading: GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16

1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared
to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before
me, and be blameless, 
2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may
multiply you greatly.” 
3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 
4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations. 
5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a
multitude of nations. 
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into
nations, and kings shall come from you. 
7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring
after you.
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a son by her. 
I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples
shall come from her.” 

The Gradual   HEBREWS 2:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
    the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,    
despising the shame,
    and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.



The Epistle: ROMANS 5:1-11

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 
3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, 
5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 
7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 
8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood,
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 
11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.

The Verse    MARK 8:34b

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me.

The Holy Gospel: ST. MARK 8:34-38

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to
them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. 
35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. 
36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? 
37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 
38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”

Choir: “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” 418 ss. 1 & 4

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
Ad free us from our past.

4 Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.

The Nicene Creed  (We Confess Together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very
God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance
with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again



according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for
the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Hymn: 425 ss. 1-4

1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

3 See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Sermon: “Hard To Believe Promises”   GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16

The Offertory
CONG: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a

right spirit within me. 
  Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and

uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD's Prayer

The Closing Hymn: 427 ss. 1-4

1 In the cross of Christ I glory,
  Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
  Gathers round its head sublime.

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me,
  Hopes deceive, and fears annoy,
Never shall the cross forsake me,
  Lo, it glows with peace and joy.

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming
  Light and love upon my way,
From the cross the radiance streaming
  Adds more luster to the day.

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
  By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
  Joys that through all time abide.

The Benediction
PASTOR: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord

make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and _ give you peace.



CONG: Amen.
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