
Divine Service 
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 19, 2021
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that

cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God
acceptably with reverence and awe...”    (Heb. 12:28)

Opening Hymn: 904 ss. 1-4

1 Blessèd Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.

2 All our knowledge, sense and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

3 Glorious Savior, good and kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

4 Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,
Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word,
Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander,
Till we sing Your praises yonder.

Invocation
PASTOR: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of

          the Holy Spirit.
CONG...... Amen.

Call to Confession
PASTOR: Beloved in the LORD. Let us draw near with a

true heart and confess our sins to God our
Father, imploring him in the name of our LORD

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

The Confession
PASTOR: Our help is in the name of the LORD.
CONG: Who made heaven and earth.
PASTOR: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the

LORD.
CONG: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.
PASTOR: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we

poor  sinners confess to you that we are by
nature sinful and unclean and that we have
sinned against you by thought, word, and deed;
therefore we flee for refuge to your boundless
mercy, seeking and imploring your grace for the
sake of our LORD Jesus Christ.

ALL: O most merciful God, since you have given your
only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy on
us and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all
our sins; and by your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of you and of your will and true
obedience to your Word, to the end that by
your grace we may come to everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Absolution
PASTOR: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to

die for you and for His sake forgives you all
our sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  a  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONG...... Amen.

The Introit of the Day        PS 37:4-7

Delight yourself in the LORD, 
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the LORD; 
trust in him, and he will act.

He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
and your justice as the noonday.

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;
fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
over the man who carries out evil devices!

Gloria Patri
CONG: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the

Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Kyrie
CONG: Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Gloria in Excelsis
CONG: Glory be to God on high; and on earth

peace, good will toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship
Thee,
We glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father

Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;

 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
That takest away the sin of the world, have
mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the
Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most
high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

PASTOR: Collect of the Day.

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us
humility and childlike faith that we may please You in both will
and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen. 

The Old Testament Reading: JEREMIAH 11:18-20

18 The LORD made it known to me and I knew; then you
showed me their deeds.
19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not
know it was against me they devised schemes, saying, “Let us
destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of
the living, that his name be remembered no more.”
20 But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the
heart and the mind, let me see your vengeance upon them, for
to you have I committed my cause.

The Gradual    PSALM 34:9, 19

Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack
nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers
him out of them all.



The Epistle: JAMES 3:13-18

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.
14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.
15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, demonic.
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be
disorder and every vile practice.
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable,
gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial
and sincere.
18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those
who make peace.

Verse:     Mark 9:35b

Alleluia. If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and
servant of all. Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel: ST. MARK 9:30-37

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And
he did not want anyone to know,
31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and
they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he
will rise.”
32 But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to
ask him.
33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the
house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?”
34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with
one another about who was the greatest.
35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and
servant of all.”
36 And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and
taking him in his arms, he said to them,
37"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me,

and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent
me.”

Choir: “See What Love Hath the Father”   

See what love hath the Father bestowed on us in his goodness
that we should be called God’s own children.

The Nicene Creed  (We Confess Together)

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very
God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and Apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Sermon Hymn: 661 ss. 1-4

1. The Son of God goes forth to war
A kingly crown to gain.
His blood-red banner streams afar;
Who follows in His train?
Who best can drink His cup of woe,
Triumphant over pain,
Who patient bears his cross below--
He follows in His train.



2. The martyr first whose eagle eye
Could pierce beyond the grave,
Who saw His Master in the sky
And called on Him to save.
Like Him, with pardon on His tongue,
In midst of mortal pain,
He prayed for those that did the wrong--
Who follows in his train?

3. A glorious band, the chosen few,
On whom the Spirit came,
Twelve valiant saints; their hope they knew
And mocked the cross and flame.
They met the tyrant's brandished steel,
The lion's gory mane;
They bowed their necks the death to feel--
Who follows in their train?

4. A noble army, men and boys,
The matron and the maid,
Around the Savior's throne rejoice,
In robes of light arrayed.
They climbed the steep ascent of heav'n
Through peril, toil, and pain.
O God, to us may grace be giv'n
To follow in their train!

Sermon: “Who is the GOAT?”  ST. MARK 9:30-37

The Offertory:
CONG: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew

a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take
not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

The Prayers and The LORD’s Prayer

The Closing Hymn: 923 ss. 1-3

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word
Which through Your grace we now have heard.
Oh, may the precious seed take root,
Spring up, and bear abundant fruit!

2 We praise You for the means of grace
As homeward now our steps we trace.
Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here
May all at last in heav'n appear.

3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Benediction
PASTOR: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD

make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The LORD look upon you with favor and _
give you peace.

CONG: Amen.
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